Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 13 November

22 Pentecost
	Sunday 20 November

Last Sunday in the Church Year
	Sunday 27 November

1st Sunday in Advent

	8.30am OAK HC PZ Harvest Thanksgiving

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ Harvest Thanksgiving
3.30pm CWA Visit
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC Harvest Thanksgiving
9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC Harvest Thanksgiving
CP at Marburg
	10.30am AUB HC Parish Service and shared lunch

	Sunday, 13 November (Green) (Red for Harvest)

	READINGS: Zephaniah 1:7-16;

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;

Matthew 25:14-30


(Harvest): Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;
Luke 12:13-21

	HYMNS: TMBA & AUB: 790  485  319  (285)  463, v.6
        OAK & GRN: 372  814  562 (tune 282)  283  (284)  452

	Sunday, 20 November (Green) (Red for Harvest)

	READINGS: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24;
1 Corinthians 15:20-28;

Matthew 25:31-46


(Harvest): Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;
Luke 12:13-21

	HYMNS: OAK & GRN: 356   169   15   604

                 TMBA & AUB: 372   814   562 (tune 282)   283   (284)   452

	Sunday, 27 November (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 64:1-9;

1 Corinthians 1:3-9;



Mark 13:24-37

	HYMNS: 10   19   735   485   285   286   4


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please note we are holding our Harvest Thanksgiving services over the next 2 weeks. 
Tuesday, 8 November, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Trinity Oakey. Opening devotion: Paul Hoopert. 

Friday, 11 November, 7.30pm. Youth at Trinity Oakey. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

6 November, 2011

21st Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 485   487   103   489 v.1
INTROIT: O God, come quickly to deliver me! O LORD, come quickly to help me!

Let those who are seeking my life be put to shame and confounded! Let those who desire to harm me be turned back and disgraced!

Let those who say, “Aha! Aha!” turn back because of their shame!

Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You! Let those who love Your salvation also constantly say, “Let God be great!”

However, I am afflicted and needy, O God. Come to me quickly! You are my Help and my Deliverer. O LORD, do not delay!

Psalm 70
COLLECT: Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Amos 5:18-24 Let justice roll down 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 The coming of the Lord 
Matthew 25:1-13 The parable of the ten virgins  
SERMON: Amos 5:18-24 Are we ready for the Day of the Lord?
The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Some thoughts on Matthew 25:1-13
Each time we recite the Apostles’ Creed, we say, “He will come again to judge.…” There are two distinct events in that phrase: He will come and He will judge. One way to look at the relationship between chapter 24 and chapter 25 in Matthew is to see Jesus’ coming in chapter 24 and the final judgment in chapter 25. First Jesus gives us the signs to look for, so we can be ready for His return. Then He separates the wise virgins from the foolish virgins, the faithful servants from the unfaithful servants, the sheep from the goats.
John the Baptist had previously called Jesus the bridegroom and referred to himself as the best man (see John 3:27–30). This image was built upon the language of the Old Testament prophets (see Isaiah 54:5; 62:1–5; Jeremiah 3:14, 20; 31:32; Ezekiel 16:32; Hosea 1:2, 3; 2:2, 7, 16; and Song of Songs). Jesus also used this picture in Matthew 9:15 and 22:1–14. Nor should we overlook the fact that Jesus performed His first miracle at the wedding of Cana (John 2:1–11). All of which enriches our reading of Ephesians 5:21–33.
The contrast between the foolish and the wise reminds us of the reference to the wise and foolish builders at the end of the Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 7:24–27). In both places, if we take the wise to be believers and the foolish to be unbelievers, we miss the point. Jesus is preaching to His church. He is warning the foolish to “wise up.” It is a variation on the parable of the sower, in which Jesus warns us about the dangers of the devil (13:19), persecution (13:21), and covetousness (13:22).
The failure of the foolish virgins to bring an extra supply of oil implies that they did not expect to have to wait so long for the bridegroom to appear. Without taking anything away from His earlier emphasis on the urgency of being ready for the Last Day, Jesus now shows us the other side of the coin. Conversion must be coupled with faithful perseverance. Coming to faith will do you no good if you do not stand firm to the end (24:13). Or in the imagery of an earlier parable: it is not good enough to heed the invitation to the wedding feast; you must also wear wedding clothes (22:11–14).
What is the oil? Is it the Holy Spirit? Is it faith? Is it a life of good works? Various commentators have defended each possibility. On the one hand, it is problematic to say that faith or the Holy Spirit can be bought and sold. But on the other hand, Jesus uses similar imagery in the parables of the treasure hidden in the field and the pearl of great price (13:44–46). If the oil is a life of good works, there is a connection with the judgment pronounced at the end of this chapter (25:40, 45). Maybe our mistake is to assume that we must settle on one understanding to the exclusion of all other possibilities.
The Old Testament practice of anointing kings, priests, and prophets with olive oil certainly suggests a connection between oil and the Holy Spirit. And the work of the Holy Spirit is masterfully summarised by Martin Luther in his explanation of the Third Article: “He calls us to faith by the gospel, gathers us into His holy church, enlightens us with His spiritual gifts, sanctifies us for a life of good works, and keeps us in the true faith until our end.” Do not all of these things together make us “wise” as opposed to “foolish”?
Some of the details of this parable are not true to life. First, there is no mention of the bride, and the Jewish custom was for the bridesmaids to attend the bride rather than the groom. Also, tardiness was unusual on such occasions. Nor was it a common thing to refuse to admit latecomers to the wedding feast. But we have observed before how Jesus uses unreal elements in His parables to arrest attention and to drive home His point. (See the parable of the workers in the vineyard, 20:1–16; and the parable of the tenants, 21:33–41.)
“At midnight there was a shout: ‘the bridegroom is here! Come out to meet him!’” (Matt. 25:6) This was the inspiration for Philipp Nicolai’s magnificent hymn:
Wake, awake, for night is flying,

The watchmen on the heights are crying:

Awake, Jerusalem, arise!

Midnight hears the welcome voices,

And at the thrilling cry rejoices:

O where are you, ye virgins wise?

The bridegroom comes, awake!

Your  lamps with gladness take.

Hallelujah!

With bridal care

Yourselves prepare

To meet the bridegroom, who is near.

(Hymn No. 487, v.1. Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement)

The foolish virgins return too late. Their double “Lord, lord!” (v. 11) is laden with much the same emotion we noted in Jesus’ lament, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem …” (23:37). They illustrate Jesus’ warning at the close of his Sermon on the Mount: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ ” (7:21–23).









