Welcome to all worshipping with us! The Lord persists. He speaks, we listen; by faith we are able to respond. Samuel is roused from his sleep and is finally encouraged to respond, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.” Jesus bids Philip to follow, and he does. Jesus claims to have known Nathanael, and in turn Nathanael confesses that Jesus is the Son of God. We too can only be responsive to God’s will once we have heard His Word and believe.  
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COMING SERVICES 

	22 January

3 Epiphany
	29 January

4 Epiphany 
	5 February

5 Epiphany

	8.30am OAK HC CP

8.30am TMBA HC PZ

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC PZ
	10.00am OAK HC Parish Service
	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ

	Service, Sunday, 22 January (Green)

	READINGS: Jonah 3:1-5, 10;


1 Corinthians 7:29-35;

Mark 1:14-20

	HYMNS: OAK: 45   217   361   282   509
                TMBA, GRN, AUB: 528   217   45   (839   840)   864

	Service, 29 January (Green)

	READINGS: Deuteronomy 18:15-20;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13;

Mark 1:21-28

	HYMNS: OAK, AUB, GRN: 440   239   355   332   285   159


ANNOUNCEMENTS
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC

TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

15 January, 2012

Bulletin for the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
HYMNS: 507   39   377   336 v.1
INTROIT: O LORD, You have searched me, and known me.

You Yourself know when I sit down and when I rise. You have understood my thoughts from far away.

You have been measuring up my path and my lying down, and You have been familiar with all my ways.

For before there is any statement on my tongue, look! O LORD, You know it completely.

You have encircled me behind and in front, and laid Your hand on me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me. It is unattainable. I cannot reach it.

Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?

If I climb up into heaven, You are there. If I make my bed in Sheol, You are there.

If I lift up the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me and Your right hand will hold me fast.

I praise You, because I have been fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, and my soul knows that very well.


Psalm 139:1-10, 14
COLLECT: Almighty and everlasting God, because You govern all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people, and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 The LORD calls Samuel.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 You are not your own; you were bought at a price.

John 1:43-51 The calling of Philip and Nathanael.
SERMON: John 1:43-51 Titles ascribed to Jesus by His first followers
SPEAK LORD, FOR YOUR SERVANT IS LISTENING!
1 Samuel 3:1-10
1 The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The Word of the LORD was rare in those days. Visions were infrequent. 2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow so dim that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the Ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.”

5 He ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am. For you have called me.”

However, Eli said, “I have not called you. Go back and lie down!”

So Samuel went and lay down. 6 Then the LORD called again, “Samuel!”

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am. For you have called me.”

Eli answered: “I have not called you, my son. Go back and lie down!”

7 Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the Word of the LORD was not yet being revealed to him. 8 Then the LORD called Samuel again, a third time. Samuel got up and went to Eli and said: “Here I am. For you have called me.”

Then Eli realised that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli told Samuel: “Go and lie down! If He calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant is listening!’”

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 Then the LORD came, stood there, and called as He had called at the other times: “Samuel! Samuel!”

Then Samuel answered, “Speak! For Your servant is listening.”

When Martin Luther was a student at the University of Erfurt, he found a copy of the Bible in the school library. As he paged through Scripture, he happened upon the words of 1 Samuel 3 verse 10 and read them with great interest. How he wished he could be like Samuel and hear God’s voice! The great discovery of Luther’s life was that on the pages of the Bible, God does speak to us as He once spoke to Samuel.

In Samuel’s day, as in Luther’s, “the word of the LORD was rare.” People had little interest in hearing what God had to say. The five books of Moses were kept in the tabernacle, but even the priests neglected them. Not since the death of Moses had there been a great prophet in Israel. And “visions were infrequent.”

No greater judgment can fall upon a nation than when it suffers the loss of God’s Word. When people do not appreciate the gospel, God often takes it from them. Are we aware that by our repeated neglect we can bring about such a famine of God’s Word? (See Amos 8:11-12.)

Samuel continued his faithful assistance to the aged Eli. Many of his duties could best be described as custodial: opening the doors of the house of the Lord, trimming the wicks on the lamp just outside the Most Holy Place, and filling them with enough oil to last the hours of darkness.

Early one morning, shortly before dawn, the sound of his name awakened Samuel. What else could he think except that Eli had called him? “Samuel did not yet know the Lord.” He had never before heard the voice of God directly, even though from childhood on his mother, Hannah, had taught him about God and the promised Saviour.

“Here I am,” Samuel announced, as he dutifully came running to Eli’s bedside. But Eli dismissed him, saying he must have been dreaming. Only after the young man had dutifully reported to Eli’s bedside three times did the aged priest realise that it was the Lord who was calling. Eli told Samuel how to answer. So the next time Samuel heard his name being called, he answered with the words that would become the essence of his calling as a prophet: “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”

Isn’t it interesting that when the Lord looks for someone to speak for Him, the very first qualification is that the person be willing to listen when God speaks? The secret of Samuel’s success as a prophet was not that he excelled in speaking but in listening! May we always keep our ears open to the Words of the Lord! 









