SERMON FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY

IN ADVENT

2 Peter 3:8-14

We look forward to new heavens and a new earth

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

The Word of God that is the basis for the sermon is the Epistle for today, which we heard before, 2 Peter 3:8-14.

8 Do not forget this one thing, dearly loved people, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day! 9 The Lord is not slow to keep what He has promised, as some people understand slowness. Rather, He is patient with you, because He does not want any to be lost, but wants all to come to repentance. 10 The day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass away with a roar, burning will destroy the elements, and the earth and the works that are on it will become evident. 11 Since all these things will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people must you be in forms of holy conduct and godliness, 12 as you look forward to, and hasten, the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed with fire, and the elements will melt by burning? 13 Rather, according to His promise, we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, dearly loved people, since you are looking forward to these things, make every effort to be found by Him without spot or blemish, and at peace!

Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through your truth. Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,


At the time when Peter wrote, people’s problem was that God’s promise had not been fulfilled. Scoffers were saying that God was slow to keep His promise. They thought that He was taking too much time. The fathers had fallen asleep, and nothing had happened. They asked, “Where is the promise of His coming?” They misunderstood God’s patience, as though God were “taking His time.” Peter refutes this allegation of a negligent delay by eliminating the concept of time as far as God is concerned. For God, it is not that a thousand years and a day are the same, but, to Him, one is like the other. Since God is eternal, a long time is not very long at all to Him. Peter refers to a verse from Psalm 90: “A thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it passes” (90:4). In mentioning a thousand years, he is not providing a formula for people to try to calculate the time of Christ’s coming. Jesus cuts off all attempts to calculate the time of His return (Mt 24:36; 1 Ths 5:2; Rv 3:3; 16:15). Peter’s central concern is that people should be sorry for their sin, and trust in God’s promise of forgiveness and salvation through Christ.


The Scriptures use the fact that God is patient positively. He often does not punish unbelievers immediately, but gives them time. He wants to lead as many as possible to repentance and salvation. Peter wrote, “He does not want any to be lost, but wants all to come to repentance.” In the verse after our text, he wrote, “Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.” Paul had also written, “Do you despise God’s rich kindness, tolerance, and patience because you do not realise that God’s kindness is leading you to repentance?” (Rm 2:4). Repentance is the work of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:15-18, 10:45). Jesus has fulfilled John the Baptist’s promise the One who came after Him would baptise with the Holy Spirit, and, through their baptisms, Christians had received the gift of the Spirit. Their reception of the forgiveness of sins, the hope of salvation, and the gift of the Spirit has equipped them to live in daily repentance and with patience.


Peter tells us clearly what to expect. Thieves strike suddenly and when people do not expect them. “The day of the Lord will come like a thief.” Jesus used this comparison to exhort His disciples to be watchful for His coming. The day of the Lord will come unexpectedly on wicked and impenitent people, as destruction came unexpectedly all except eight of people at the time of the great flood, and all except three of the people in Sodom and Gomorrah.


Isaiah prophesied these words for the Lord, “I am creating a new heaven and a new earth. The earlier things will not be remembered or come to mind” (Isa 65:17). In Revelation, John wrote that he saw “a new heaven and a new earth. For the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.” We are on the “first earth.” In the beginning, God created not only this earth, but also the heavens, and, as created things, He will remove not only this planet, earth, but also the heavens. In the verses before our text, Peter has compared the destruction of the world by water at the time of Noah, with what will happen at the end, this time by fire. Peter wrote, “The heavens will pass away with a roar, burning will destroy the elements, and the earth and the works that are on it will become evident.” Cosmic events will accompany Christ’s return. A loud roar suggests great force and speed. The elements are the various parts of which the world is composed, fire, air, earth, and water, and the rest. They will melt and dissolve in the final world conflagration.


Although most people know that they will not be on this earth for ever, they at least hope that some of the things that they do will survive them. Their works will be destroyed, and there will be no history after them. The Word of God, which will never pass away, is the only thing that will survive; and those who have trusted the Gospel and received the benefit of Christ’s redemption will have their bodies raised and changed to live for ever in the new heaven and new earth. Our bodies are the only things from this first earth that will continue in the new earth, after God has glorified and changed them. No harm will happen to us believers. We shall not lose one strand of hair in that great conflagration. Believers already live in the bright radiance of the coming of the new age of salvation. Together with us, all believers are moving towards the coming day of God. That all human beings’ works “will become evident” means that God will expose them to the fire of His judgment. In our possessions and all our present activities, we have no lasting stake in this present world.


The new earth will arise from God’s creating anew. It will also exclude any form of evolution. Whereas disobedience against God has corrupted the present earth to the core, resulting in hatred, murder, lying, and greed, righteousness will characterise the new heaven and new earth. The new existence to which believers will come in the new age will not be not just a repetition of the former one. It will be an existence in which righteousness dwells permanently.


We often say that a believer who has died has gone to heaven, but the fulfilment of God’s promises at the end does not extend to heaven alone. Along with a new heaven, it will include a new earth as well. I see no reason why we should not understand the passages about the lion lying down with the lamb and the child’s playing on the snake’s nest literally in the new earth. The chief thing there will be that we are with Christ. The Paradise to come will be the end of all the ruin and frustration that marks this present earth. There will be no more worries about bad governments or bad weather, There will be a beautiful heaven and a joyful earth. Fountains will not dry and roses will not die. There will be no more stinging nettles, or, if they are, they will not sting. There will be no more sickness and sorrow. The new earth will be more beautiful and joyful than Paradise was, when God called everything very good. There will be no sin or unrighteousness, no homicide, envy, or unfaithfulness. We shall not have to fight against sinful thoughts and desires in our human natures. Perfect righteousness, love, and friendship will pervade everything.


Peter uses the fact that this present earth will pass away to remind his readers they are looking forward to these things. When he says that they should “hasten the coming of the day of God,” he does not mean that by their efforts or good works they can make it come sooner, but that they hasten towards it, in the sense that they strive after it and long for it.


Peter uses the fact that this present earth will pass away as an incentive to be morally pure. Since righteousness will dwell in the new heaven and earth, believers should bear in mind that God has called them to holiness. “Since all these things will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people must you be in forms of holy conduct and godliness…?” That God has included believers in His gracious promises suggests that have become responsible. They have the obligation of using the interval between their baptism and Christ’s second coming for blameless lives. What they do, in thought, word, and deed, should be blameless in God’s sight. Godly deeds are appropriate for believers here who expect to be holy in the new earth. Peter wants the lives of the believers to be above reproach also for the sake of the Christian cause. Spreading the Gospel and making the Gospel attractive to outsiders by spotless living are our continuing duties. These include showing the Lord’s patience to our neighbour. God works patiently with each of us individually, forgiving us, and picking us up each time we fall. We owe our neighbour the same kind of patient care. The apparent delay in our Lord’s return is a matter of urgency for us believers, because Christ has called the Church to reflect His patience to others and to spread the Gospel of repentance and salvation.


Jesus Christ has been righteous and obedient in our place, and God reckons His righteousness to us through faith. We are already new creatures, although this newness is not very evident now. God’s Son is the image of the Father. Then God will remake us in His image. God offers and seals His blessings to us through the Word and the Sacrament. He assures us through them of our forgiveness and our salvation. Holy conduct and godliness for the time that remains for us on this first earth should be the mark of people who will be holy and blameless in the new earth. Peter wrote, “Therefore, dear friends, since you are looking forward to these things, make every effort to be found by Him without spot or blemish, and at peace!” Peace is the restoration of everything to its pristine, intended state.


Therefore, let us take seriously this sure prediction about the destruction of this present world and our inheritance in the new heaven and the new earth! Let us take our sin seriously, take Christ’s obedience for us seriously, and let us take repentance and our salvation seriously, living in vibrant hope of the glory of God, to the praise of Christ, our Saviour! Amen.

The peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT


Lord God, we praise You that You reckon us as blameless in Your sight because of Jesus’ obedience for us. We praise You for Your commandments, so that we may love with right knowledge, and for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We ask You to bless all who preach, teach, read, and study Your Word, that more and more people may know the Gospel message of joy and hope.


Refine our hearts, so that we may prepare a smooth way for the Lord in them. Give us stronger faith, joy and confidence, and grant that we may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. Enable us to trust You firmly, to worship You with pure hearts, to serve You with clean hands, to obey You with willing minds, and to love You with our whole beings.


Guard us, that Satan, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us, or lead us into error, unbelief, and sin. Do not let us lose the inheritance that You have graciously promised to those who know You in faith. Teach us to watch and pray at all times. We praise You that You have enabled us to stand with joy and confidence before the Son of Man when He comes in glory to judge the living and the dead. Therefore send us Your Spirit so that we strive to be blameless in our love for each other, to grow in it, and to practise it with sensitivity and insight.


Rid Your church of that all that is divisive, evil, and wrong, that all who profess Your name may serve You in truth, purity, and loyal devotion.


Give peace and stability to the nations on earth. Put down all evil rulers, and raise up leaders who will rule and serve us according to Your good pleasure.


May Jesus rule in the hearts of all parents and children. Supply the spiritual needs of all families, so that truth, love, and high morals may bless our homes.


Be with all people everywhere, in all situations and circumstances of life. Give healing to the sick, comfort to the sorrowing, guidance to the young, hope to the aged, comfort to the bereaved, and wisdom to the perplexed.


Lead us to continue to look to Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. Grant that we may wait in joyful hope for His second Coming, when He will receive us, and all others who believe in Him, into Your eternal presence. This we pray in His holy name. Amen.

 











