Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 30 October

Reformation
	Sunday 6 November

21 Pentecost
	Sunday 13 November

22 Pentecost

	10.00am HC GRN AELC service 
	8.30am OAK HC CP

8.30am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC
	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ

	Sunday, 30 October (Red)

	READINGS: Revelation 14:6-7;

Romans 3:19-28;



Matthew 11:12-19

	HYMNS: 195  271  136  368  287  16

	Sunday, 6 November (Green)

	READINGS: Amos 5:18-24;


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;

Matthew 25:1-13

	HYMNS: TMBA, GRN, AUB: 485  487  103  (78  364)  489 v.1

	Sunday, 13 November (Green)

	Zephaniah 1:7-16;





1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;

Matthew 25:14-30

	HYMNS: OAK, AUB, GRN: 315   319   199   (283   284)   153 v.1-2


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tonight, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Greenwood. 

Next Sunday, 30 October, 10.00am. AELC Reformation service. Please bring something for a shared lunch, and mark you collection in an envelope back to your own congregation. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

23 October, 2011

19th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 300   385   380   61   (62)   345   
INTROIT: Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of wicked people, stand in the path of sinners, or sit in the seat of scoffers!

Rather, his delight is in the Instruction of the LORD, and on His Instruction he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted beside streams of water, which produces its fruit in its season, and has leaves that do not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

The ungodly are not like that, but are like the chaff that the wind blows away.

Therefore wicked people will not stand in the judgment, or sinners in the assembly of righteous people.

For the LORD knows the way of righteous people, but the way of wicked people will perish.

Psalm 1
COLLECT: O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and our neighbours as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in You may never waver and our love for one another may not falter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 The Lord is holy
1 Thessalonians 2:1-13 Paul’s ministry to the Thessalonians
Matthew 22:34-46 The great commandment     
SERMON: Leviticus 19:1-2 Made holy by God 
JESUS ASKS THE PHARISEES WHOSE SON THE CHRIST IS

Some thoughts on Matthew 22:41-46

Up to this point, Jesus has been answering questions. Now it is His turn to ask a question: “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?”

We miss the point if we see Jesus’ question as nothing more than tit for tat. His is a serious question, and an honest answer would bring His opponents to a correct understanding of Him whom they are opposing. “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?”

As Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He declared Himself to be the long-awaited Messiah, but He did so in the humblest manner, riding upon a donkey—and a borrowed donkey at that. But now, as He puts this question to the Pharisees, He makes the highest claims for Himself as the Messiah. He will sit not on the throne of David but at the right hand of God. The Pharisees expected the Messiah to re-establish the golden age of David and Solomon, to cast off the Roman yoke and put an end to the hated tax. But Jesus sees the glory of the Messiah in the fact that He is David’s Lord, and that in an act of divine condescension He is willing to become also David’s son.

When Matthew tells us “the Pharisees were gathered together,” we hear another echo of Psalm 2:2, as mentioned earlier in Matthew 22:34. This ties their question about the law together with Jesus’ question about the Son of David. Jesus is the Lord of the law because he is also David’s Lord.

Martin Luther made another connection between the two questions. He pointed out that Jesus preached the law when He answered the question about the greatest commandment, and then He preached the gospel when He declared Himself to be the Son of David who was prophesied in Psalm 110. Furthermore, it is through faith in the Son of David that the Holy Spirit gives us the desire and the strength to love God and to love our neighbour. And it is in the Son of David that we find forgiveness for all those times when we have failed to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. And it is in the Son of David that we find forgiveness for all those times we have failed to love our neighbour as ourselves.

When Jesus quotes the Psalms, He is quoting the hymnbook of the Jews. There is an old saying that the hymnal is lay theology. As the liturgy and the hymns are repeated year after year, they embed themselves in the minds and hearts of the worshippers. The cumulative effect is that we eventually come to believe what we pray. That is why some of the most effective religious instruction takes place in the Divine Service, often while people do not even realise they are being instructed. But the worshipper who has absorbed the words and phrases of the liturgy and the great hymns has learned to speak the language of his mother, the church (Galatians 4:26). And, of course, your mother is the one who can tell you for sure who your father is! And then it is possible to engage in meaningful discussion of spiritual things. That is how we keep on growing “in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

Jesus says that when David wrote his psalms he was “speaking by the Spirit.” It is typical of Jesus to mention the inspiration of the Scriptures in passing rather than making a point of it. (He does the same thing in John 10:34–38.) Jesus simply takes it for granted that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God. Instead of labouring to establish the authority of Scripture, Jesus simply quotes it. In his typically colourful way, Martin Luther said that trying to use human reason to defend the Word of God is like a soldier using his bare head to defend his sword. After all, the Word of God is “the sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17).

So when David, speaking by the Spirit, calls Jesus “Lord,” we see another illustration of Paul’s teaching, “No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3). Martin Luther comments: “The Holy Spirit wants to preach only Jesus Christ; the poor Holy Spirit doesn’t know anything else.” So the Spirit teaches David, and David teaches us, that the promised Son of David is also David’s Lord. The mystery of the God-man is right there in the Old Testament hymnal, the Psalms. And it is in our hymnal too: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!” (Lutheran Hymnal 16, v.1).










