Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 16 October

18 Pentecost
	Sunday 23 October

19 Pentecost
	Sunday 30 October

Reformation

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC

CP at Marburg 
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

10.00am GRN HC
	10.00am HC GRN AELC service 

	Sunday, 16 October (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 45:1-7;


1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;

Matthew 22:15-21

	HYMNS: 524   457   166   (840   842)   608

	Sunday, 23 October (Green)

	READINGS: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18;
1 Thessalonians 2:1-13;

Matthew 22:34-46

	HYMNS: AUB: 300   349   797   380   283   646
        OAK, TMBA, GRN: 300   385   380   (61   62)   345

	Sunday, 30 October (Red)

	READINGS: Revelation 14:6-7;

Romans 3:19-28;



Matthew 11:12-19

	HYMNS: 195   271   136   368   287   16


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon, 3.30pm. CWA visit at Oakey.
Tonight, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Oakey.

Tuesday, 11 October, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: A. Beutel.

Friday, 7.30pm. Youth at Oakey. All youth from Grade 8 up are invited to attend. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

9 October, 2011

17th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 71   100   556   849   (840)   514 v. 1-2
INTROIT: The LORD is my shepherd. I shall not lack anything.

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me to water where there is quiet.

He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of deep darkness, I shall fear no evil. For You are with me. Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil. My cup overflows.

Surely, goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23
COLLECT: Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not in the severity of Your judgment, but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Isaiah 25:6-9 God will swallow up death forever      
Philippians 4:4-13 Rejoice in the Lord always!
Matthew 22:1-14 The parable of the wedding feast
SERMON: Isaiah 25:6-9 The feast that awaits us in heaven
THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST
Some thoughts on Matthew 22:1-14

Before the parable before us today, Jesus had just told the parable of the tenants. It goes like this: ﻿“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted ﻿a vineyard ﻿and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and ﻿leased it to tenants, and ﻿went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants ﻿to get his fruit. 35 ﻿And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and ﻿stoned another. 36 ﻿Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ﻿‘This is the heir. Come ﻿let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and ﻿threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. The son who was killed was of course Jesus Christ. 
Although the son was killed in this previous parable, here, in the parable of the wedding feast, he is alive again. As Jesus tells these parables on Tuesday of Holy Week, He is saying that Good Friday will most certainly be followed by Easter Sunday. That point may have gone right over their heads at the time, but after Jesus’ resurrection, when His disciples had the benefit of hindsight, they were able to see things they had missed before. And that is one good reason why we should read the Scriptures over and over again. Nobody gets it all the first time.
Not only is the son alive again, he is getting married. John was given a glimpse of this wedding, which he records in Revelation 19:7–9 and 21:2. Christ is the Bridegroom (see Matthew 9:15), and the Church is His bride. Husbands and wives will no longer be married to each other in heaven, as Jesus says in 22:30, because we will all be married to Christ. God intends our marriages to be a preparation for and a foretaste of the wedding feast in heaven.
The people who are invited first are the Jews. When they refuse the king’s invitation, the Gentiles are invited. In this parable Jesus warns both Jews and Gentiles that judgment will surely fall upon all who show contempt for God’s gracious invitation. The Jews show their contempt in two ways: some “paid no attention” to the messengers and went about their business while others actively mistreated the servants and killed them. The Gentile shows his contempt by failing to wear the wedding clothes the king has provided. The former are killed and their city is burned (a reference to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in a.d. 70), while the latter is thrown out into the darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, an expression Jesus often uses for the eternal suffering of hell (see 8:12; 13:42, 50; 24:51; 25:30).
It is significant that the king invites us to a wedding rather than a funeral. It is the same invitation Jesus issues in a subsequent parable, “Come and share your master’s happiness!” (25:21-23). And the bountiful table the king has prepared is the same feast Jesus referred to earlier: “I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven” (8:11). A foretaste of this feast is offered to us in the Sacrament of the Altar.
All of the people who are invited to the king’s banquet are unworthy of His invitation. When the original invitees refused to come, the king said to his servants, “the people who have been invited have not deserved to come.” So he sent his servants out into the streets to invite anyone they could find. This is the evangelistic mission of Christ’s church, which began already on Good Friday as the penitent thief and the Roman centurion were moved to confess their faith in Jesus (see Luke 23:40–43; Matthew 27:54). Every sinner who receives this invitation in penitent faith must confess together with Martin Luther, “I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel.”
The man who was not wearing wedding clothes calls to mind the traditional prayer of preparation for Holy Communion, “Strip off from us the spotted garments of our flesh, and of our own righteousness, and adorn us with the garments of the righteousness that Thou hast purchased with Thy blood.” (Notice how this imagery seems to be drawn from Revelation 7:13-14.) Thus the hymn writer teaches us to sing, “Jesus, your blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress” (Lutheran Hymnal 477, v1) These righteous robes are given to us in Holy Baptism, as Paul explains, “All of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:27).









