Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 9 October

17 Pentecost
	Sunday 16 October

18 Pentecost
	Sunday 23 October

19 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC

CP at Marburg 
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

10.00am GRN HC

	Sunday, 9 October (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 25:6-9;


Philippians 4:4-13;



Matthew 22:1-14

	HYMNS: TMBA: 556  322  386  413  458
         OAK, AUB, GRN: 71  100  556  (849  840)  514 v.1-2

	Sunday, 16 October (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 45:1-7;


1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;

Matthew 22:15-21

	HYMNS: 524   457   166   (840   842)   608

	Sunday, 23 October (Green)

	READINGS: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18;
1 Thessalonians 2:1-13;

Matthew 22:34-46

	HYMNS: AUB: 300   349   797   380   283   646
        OAK, TMBA, GRN: 300   385   380   (61   62)   345


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tonight, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Trinity Oakey.
Wednesday, 5 October, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening devotion: Leanne. Key Word: Earth. Item of Interest: Something ‘red.’ Please bring baked biscuits for the hospital. 

Friday, 7 October, 7.30pm. Junior Youth at Trinity Oakey. We will hold a games night. Please bring along board games etc.  

Reminder: Calling all Darling Downs Youth of A.E.L.C. Are you Grade 8 or over. We are keen to get a youth group going here on the downs to meet with Christians for fun and fellowship. Mark your calendars for Friday the 14th October. We will meet at the Oakey Hall at 7:30pm.
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

2 October, 2011

16th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 525   791   310   329   311   644
INTROIT: O God of hosts, restore us, and cause Your face to shine, that we may be saved!

You uprooted a vine from Egypt. You drove the nations out and planted it.

You cleared the ground for it. It put down its roots and filled the land.

The mountains were covered with its shade, and the mighty cedars with its branches.

It sent out its branches to the Sea, and its shoots to the River.

Why have You broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way have been plucking its fruit?

The wild boar from the forest is ravaging it, and the small creatures of the field are feeding in it.

O God of hosts, please return! Look down from heaven and see! Take care of this vine, of the root-stock that Your right hand has planted, and of the cutting that You have let grow strong for Yourself! 

The vine has been burnt with fire and cut down. They are perishing at the rebuke of Your countenance.

Let Your hand be on the man at Your right hand, the son of man whom You have let grow strong for Yourself!

Then we shall not be disloyal to You. Give us life again! Then we shall call on Your name.

O LORD, God of hosts, restore us! Make Your face shine, that we may be saved!

Psalm 80:7-19
COLLECT: Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men, who killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Isaiah 5:1-7 The vineyard of the Lord will be destroyed
Philippians 3:4b-14 Righteousness through faith in Christ
Matthew 21:33-46 The parable of the Tenants
SERMON: Isaiah 55:1-7 God’s unfruitful vineyard
THE PARABLE OF THE TENANTS
Some thoughts on Matthew 21:33-46


In Isaiah 5:1–7 the people of Israel are pictured as a vineyard that fails to produce fruit despite the strenuous efforts of the vineyard keeper. Using Isaiah’s parable as a point of departure, Jesus describes a vineyard that does produce grapes, but the tenants refuse to give the owner his share of the crop. Whereas Isaiah aimed his preaching at the Jews in general, Jesus speaks to the leaders of the people. He wants them to know that he knows they are plotting to put him to death. He warns them that they will be punished for their crime.
The landowner is clearly God the Father. When it says he “put a wall around” his vineyard, we are reminded of how the people of Israel lived in the land of Goshen, separate from the Egyptians. When they took possession of the Promised Land, the Lord ordered them to exterminate all of the Canaanites so there would be no temptation to mingle with them. Although those orders were never completely carried out, the ceremonial law kept Israel separate from their neighbors by restricting their diet and regulating their worship. God wanted to set them apart from all other people so it would be obvious to all that he had kept his promises to Abraham (see Genesis 22:17-18).
In addition to putting a wall around his vineyard, the landowner also built a watchtower in it. The rabbis specified that it was to be a raised wooden platform, 15 feet high and 6 feet square. It would be necessary to post guards, especially when the grapes ripened. The image of the watchman is reminiscent of the call of Ezekiel, “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel” (Ezekiel 3:17).
The tenants are the leaders of the Jews, and the servants who were sent to collect the landowner’s share of the crop are the Old Testament prophets. Jesus says, “They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.” Similarly Stephen later accused the leaders of the Jews, “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him” (Acts 7:51-52).
The landowner’s son is obviously Jesus. In Luke’s version of this parable, the owner of the vineyard calls him “my son, whom I love” (Luke 20:13), an echo of the Father’s voice at Jesus’ baptism in Matthew 3:17 and on the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17:5.
Jesus says they threw the son out of the vineyard before they killed him. We remember how the crucifixion took place outside the walls of Jerusalem (see Hebrews 13:11-12). Since Jesus was telling this parable on Tuesday of Holy Week, he was describing what was going to happen only three days later.
There is something unreal about the story Jesus tells in this parable. How likely is it that a man whose servants have been mistreated and killed by his tenants will then send his beloved son to try to collect his share of the harvest? But this unreal story illustrates the incredible patience of God. It is truly mind-boggling that God would send His Son into the world after He had seen how His people treated the prophets.
To our ears it also sounds unreal that the tenants who murdered the son should expect to take possession of his inheritance - especially while his father, the vineyard owner, is still alive. But selfish ambition and greed all too often and all too easily cause us to forget God’s presence. So the hymn writer teaches us to pray, “Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Shame our selfish greed of gain,” (Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement 239, v.4).
When the vineyard is rented out to other tenants, Jesus is anticipating the entrance of the Gentiles into the church. When the Jewish synagogues rejected the preaching of the apostle Paul, he turned to the Gentiles. And within one generation, the Gentiles outnumbered the Jews in the Christian church.
This turn of events had been prophesied already a thousand years before; “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:22-23). In the process of constructing a building, the stonemason would select one stone and reject another. Not only did the Lord determine to make use of the stone the builders had rejected, He made it the capstone, the keystone of an arch, the most important stone in the whole building.
Jesus warns the chief priests and the Pharisees, “He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.” As they plot and scheme to put Jesus to death, He warns them that they will only destroy themselves. When a large stone falls on a man, the stone does not get hurt. God’s judgment on them will be swift and terrible and final and inescapable. And Scripture says, “They knew He was talking about them.”









