Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 2 October

16 Pentecost
	Sunday 9 October

17 Pentecost
	Sunday 16 October

18 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC Bible Study

9.00am GRN HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

3.30pm CWA visit
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC
	8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC

CP at Marburg 

	Sunday, 2 October, (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 5:1-7;



Philippians 3:4b-14;


Matthew 21:33-46

	HYMNS: GRN: 525  791  310  329  311  644
         OAK, AUB, TMBA: 62  791  415  (170)  540 v.3

	Sunday, 9 October (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 25:6-9;


Philippians 4:4-13;



Matthew 22:1-14

	HYMNS: TMBA: 556  322  386  413  458
         OAK, AUB, GRN: 71  100  556  (849  840)  514 v.1-2

	Sunday, 16 October (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 45:1-7;


1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;

Matthew 22:15-21

	HYMNS: 524   457   166   (840   842)   608


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tonight, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Trinity Oakey.
Reminder: Calling all Darling Downs Youth of A.E.L.C. Are you Grade 8 or over. We are keen to get a youth group going here on the downs to meet with Christians for fun and fellowship. Mark your calendars for Friday the 14th October. We will meet at the Oakey Hall at 7:30pm.
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

25 September, 2011

15th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 436   197   405   289   (291)   346
INTROIT: I am lifting up my soul to You, O LORD.

O my God, I trust in You. Let me not be put to shame! Let my enemies not gloat over me!

Certainly, no one who waits in hope for You will be put to shame. Those who act treacherously without any reason will be put to shame.

Make Your ways known to me, O LORD! Teach me Your paths!

Lead me in Your truth and teach me! For You are the God who saves me. I wait in hope for You all day long.

Remember, O LORD, Your compassionate and merciful deeds! For they have existed from eternity.

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my rebellious acts! According to Your mercy remember me, because of Your goodness, O LORD!

The LORD is good and upright. Therefore He teaches sinners in the way.

He leads humble people in what is right, and teaches humble people His way.

All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth for those who keep His Covenant and His Testimonies.

Psalm 25:1-10
COLLECT: Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honour and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 The soul sins shall die
Philippians 2:1-18 Christ’s example of humility

Matthew 21:23-32 the authority of Jesus challenged and the parable of the two sons. 

SERMON: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Repent and Live
BROKEN PROMISES

Some thoughts on Matthew 21:23–32


The Bible is full of broken promises. How often did the Children of Israel promise, “All God says, we will do?” How often were they then found worshipping the Golden Calf, Baal, Molech, or some other pagan god, a short while later? Ever since Adam and Eve ate the fruit in Eden, breaking promises is what we humans do best. 
The Temple Authorities made promises to follow the laws of Moses. Yet, when the very fulfilment of those laws stood before them, they refused to listen. Jesus wanted to take them deep into Holy Scripture, but they would have none of it. They had their own agenda and they were blind to the truth that stood before them in the person of Jesus Christ.

When He had come to the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to Him while He was teaching. They asked, “By what authority are You doing these things?” and “Who has given You this authority?” Now, as the temple authorities, they were responsible for the teaching that happened in the temple area. They had the right to ask Jesus this question.

Jesus honoured many ancient traditions by responding with a question of His own. Basically, He offered them a sample of His teaching method. Jesus answered them, “I also shall ask you one thing. If you tell it to Me, I too shall tell you by what authority I am doing these things. From where did the baptism of John come? Was it from heaven or from men?” In a way, Jesus was saying, “My authority and John’s authority come from the same place.”
It is at this place that we learn the true agenda of the temple authorities. They don’t really care about the truth. Their dialog is all about their standing before the people. They discussed it among themselves: “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will ask us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’  However, if we say, ‘From men,’ — we are afraid of the crowd. For they all regard John as a prophet.”So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
Here is a true broken promise. Instead of following the laws of Moses and honouring the truth, these temple authorities honour their own agenda. Their God is not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but their own agenda is their God.

Since they were unable to answer Jesus’ question, there was no reason for Jesus to answer them. Instead, Jesus told a parable to illustrate their hard hearts.

The story of the first son in the parable is very much like the story of the Christian life. At first we all say “no” to God. We are all full of that rebellion against God’s will. We are like that stubborn two year old that is totally bored unless he is getting into trouble.

Then God brings His Gospel to bear. The good news of salvation through Jesus Christ makes its way into the heart. Through the power of the Holy Spirit we begin to have second thoughts. The sweet Gospel eventually brings the word “yes” from our hearts to our lips. We are like that first child in the parable who said, “No way!” but then kept his father’s will.

The temple authorities were like the second son. His sin is a little more sophisticated. He has learned to lie convincingly and break promises. I am sure that all of us know people who will make any promise just to get us out of their hair. We hear phrases such as; “Sure thing,” or “gotcha covered.” These people are pleasant enough and they seem very sincere. You will hear them say, “Yes, we’ll be there Sunday morning,” but then Sunday morning comes and they aren’t there. 
When Jesus told that parable in today’s Gospel, His primary audience was those temple authorities who challenged His authority, but He speaks to us as well. The war that began in us on the day that the Holy Spirit planted faith in our hearts continues and a day doesn’t go by that we do not play the part of both sons. At times we scream “No” in God’s face until He draws us to Himself through the words of the Gospel and He gives us the ability to say, “Yes.” Other times we say, “Yes!” with our lips, but our hearts are far from God. These two children will live in each of us until the day we die. They are products of the sinful nature that our parents give us at conception. They battle against the holy nature God gave us when the Holy Spirit worked faith in our hearts. These two natures will battle within us until the day we die.

Fortunately, there is a third son. He is not in the parable. Instead, He is the one who first told it. This Son said, “Yes Sir!” To His Father and then obeyed Him perfectly.  His Father said, “You need to be human.” The Son said, “Yes sir!” and was born of the Virgin Mary. The Father said, “You need to humiliate yourself under the law.” The Son said, “Yes sir!” and lived a life that was perfectly free from sin. The Father said, “You need to exchange your perfection for the sin of the world.” The Son said, “Yes sir!” and John the Baptist baptised Him. The Father said, “Now, carry that sin to the cross.” The Son said, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” The Father said, “Now, take that sin to the grave.” The Son said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this He breathed His last. The Father said, “Now, proclaim your victory to the world.” Then Jesus rose from the dead and He said to His disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” 

When we come forth to the altar, we partake of the body and blood of God’s perfect Son who takes away the sin of the world. For a brief moment we share a meal with all the company of heaven, including those loved ones who have gone before us into heaven, as we eat the bread and drink the wine that deliver the true body and blood of our Lord and older brother Jesus Christ to our lips. This foretaste of the heavenly meal strengthens our faith in our older brother who obeyed the Father perfectly. It strengthens our faith in Jesus Christ.

Our sin is gone. Jesus Christ, God’s Son, in perfect obedience to His Father has taken it away. It is left behind in the grave. It will forever remain dead and buried. We, on the other hand, will rise from the dead just as our older brother rose, and we will live with our heavenly Father, our older brother Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit forever. We know this because, unlike us, God never breaks a promise.









