Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 25 September

15 Pentecost
	Sunday 2 October

16 Pentecost
	Sunday 9 October

17 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

10.00am GRN HC
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC Bible Study

9.00am GRN HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

3.30pm CWA visit
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC

	Sunday, 25 September (Green)

	READINGS: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32;
Philippians 2:1-18;



Matthew 21:23-32

	HYMNS: AUB: 358  169  197  415  85   436
         OAK, TMBA, GRN: 436  197  405  (289  291)  346

	Sunday, 2 October, (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 5:1-7;



Philippians 3:4b-14;


Matthew 21:33-46

	HYMNS: GRN: 525  791  310  329  311  644
         OAK, AUB, TMBA: 62  791  415  (170)  540 v.3

	Sunday, 9 October (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 25:6-9;


Philippians 4:4-13;



Matthew 22:1-14

	HYMNS: TMBA: 556  322  386  413  458
         OAK, AUB, GRN: 71  100  556  (849  840)  514 v.1-2


ANNOUNCEMENTS
The first Reformation Choir practice will be tonight, at 7:30pm at Oakey. All interested in joining the choir are welcome to attend.
Friday, 23 September, 7.30pm. Bible Study at Harold and Mona’s home. We will be studying Revelation 6-8. 

Saturday, 24 September, 7.30pm. Family night at the Greenwood Hall. Please bring a plate for supper. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

18 September, 2011

14th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 771  324  473  870
INTROIT: The LORD is my Light and my Salvation. Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the Fortress of my life. Of whom should I be afraid?

When evildoers came against me to devour my flesh, my oppressors and my enemies stumbled and fell.

If an army were to pitch camp against me, my heart would not be afraid. If a war were to break out against me, in this I would be confident.

One thing I have asked of the LORD. That I shall seek, that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD, and to reflect in His temple.

For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble. He will conceal me under the cover of His tent. He will set me high on a rock.

Now my head will be high above my enemies all around me. Therefore I shall offer sacrifices in His tent with shouts of joy. I shall sing and make music to praise the LORD.

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud! Be gracious to me and answer me!

When You said, “Seek My face!” my heart said to You, “Your face, O LORD, I shall seek.”

Do not hide Your face from me! Do not turn Your servant away in anger! You have been my Help. Do not cast me off or abandon me, O God of my salvation!

Psalm 27:1-9
COLLECT: Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything that we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Isaiah 55:6-9 Seek the Lord while He may be found
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 The advancement of the Gospel, to live with Christ
Matthew 20:1-16 Labourers in the vineyard
SERMON: Isaiah 55:6-9 Pray to the Lord now
God's Choice

Some thoughts on Matthew 20:1-16

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a landowner who hired help at various times all day long. When the day was done, he paid them starting with those hired at the end of the day. Those who worked all day felt cheated when they received exactly the same amount of pay that the ones hired last and who worked just a hour received. After all, they reasoned, they had worked all day long, and the newly hired guys had just worked one hour. The issue, according to the landowner in the parable was an issue of envy or jealousy. Those who had worked longest envied those who had not worked as long getting paid the same amount as those who had worked all day. They resented the generosity of the landowner and assumed the mantle of the victim, feeling cheated even though they had received precisely what they had bargained for. 

How is the kingdom of heaven like that? Jesus answers, “In this way the last will be first and the first last.”

 The whole point of the parable is the grace of God. Jesus approaches the grace of God from a different perspective, however, from which you normally hear it talked about. Jesus doesn't seem to be focused on the goodness of the grace of God, although from the point of view of those labourers hired at the end of the day, it is a wonderfully good thing. Instead, Jesus seems to be focusing on the grace of God belonging to God and being exercised at His discretion. 

Grace is God’s goodness, usually seen by us in the forgiveness of sins, which He pours out on us according to His mercy and it is received by those that believe. Faith, on the other hand, is worked by the Holy Spirit through the means of Grace: Word and Sacrament, when and where it pleases Him. That is what our Lutheran Confessions say. So we are chosen by God for faith, but that selection is according to His gracious choice which rests on no outward criteria that we can identify. God does it His way because He wants to. It is God’s choice. 

The Grace of God is unmerited. That means that we cannot find the cause for the grace of God in us, in our nature, in our behaviour, in our choices, or in our decisions. It is God’s choice. The cause of the grace of God is God, specifically His goodness and generosity. He asks, in the voice of the landowner in the parable, “Are you envious because I am generous?”

The original audience of the parable were the disciples, but Jesus was answering the question of deserving the grace of God. Those who have given much want to believe that somehow they deserve their “wages.” But, as Paul notes in Romans, if it is a wage, then it has nothing to do with grace. You earn wages. Grace is something else. It is God’s riches given for God’s own reasons to those He chooses to give them to. 

The workers in the parable were hired for an agreed wage. If no other factor had intervened, they would presumably have been content. The Jews felt a similar sort of relationship existed with God. They had been chosen thousands of years before, and they felt that the length of their relationship with God put them in a special situation which was just better by right than others enjoyed. When Gentiles began to come into the Christian Church, there were many Jews who wanted to make sure that the Gentiles paid some sort of admission to get in; you had to become a good Jew first. Paul led the charge of the Gospel against such an idea. 

The disciples appear to have felt that they had deserved something by virtue of following Jesus throughout His life and giving up so much that they imagined they could and should have had. Jesus told them this parable to teach them that the kingdom of heaven was not about deserving. It was about the goodness and grace of God, which was subject to God’s goodness and generosity, and had nothing to do with merit. 

He had not long earlier told them that they weren’t losing anything. He promised them glory in the coming age, and told them that anything they were giving up for Him would be replaced many times over, but, He said, “Many who are first will be last, and the last, first.” 
What does that mean? It means that God will bless and God will save and God will pour out His grace as He chooses to do. You cannot earn it, and you cannot deserve it, and it may not look the way you want it to look or feel the way you want it to feel at any particular moment. That applies to your life now just as it applies to your salvation. It is the grace of God. That is, we live in the grace of God - wild, unpredictable, delightful, but filled with the unexpected and undeserved. 

Why did this happen to me? That is not a question we can answer with the grace of God. We walk in the grace of God as a Christian, which means that we have a salvation which is marvellous - Jesus described it in other places - glory, life everlasting, no more death, or sorrow, or sickness, or trouble, or pain. But that part is after the course is run. Right now it may be wonderful at times, and, at times, it may be uncomfortable, and it may swing from one to the other for no good reason we can see. We are in the hands of God. We are in His hands for good and blessing and salvation, but we may find it difficult at times to be in the hands of God, and we may feel like we deserve more or better at times. More and better is coming, but it isn’t going to be always and every moment right now. 

Look at Jesus. He deserved the best, and worship, and life everlasting. But He died in our place and for our sins. His death was about as bad as it can get. He has promised that by His suffering and death, we have everlasting life and glory and joy and peace forevermore. Either we take Him at His word, or we don’t. We are here today by His grace. We have done nothing to deserve to be chosen to know and chosen to believe. We have earned no good thing from God, and yet He blesses us and He holds us in the palm of His hand for salvation. And He has blessed us in this world as well. We live in the best of all nations, enjoying unimagined wealth and prosperity, liberty and abundance, even in these ‘difficult times.’ 
So let us give thanks! After all, we did not become Christians for good times and comfort here and now, but for forgiveness and salvation and eternal life, and we have what we signed on for. ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. You agreed with me on a denarius, did you not? Take what is yours and go! I want to give this last man as much as I have given you. Or do I not have the right to do what I please with what is mine? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
We don't want to cast ourselves in the role of the ones hired early, who worked all day for the agreed wages, and then felt cheated somehow because they dreamed they would have something more or something better just because God was generous to others. We have our ‘wages,’ that is, we have the grace of God, poured out on us in the Gospel. 









