Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 18 September

14 Pentecost
	Sunday 25 September

15 Pentecost
	Sunday 2 October

16 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC PZ

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC PZ

CP at Minden
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

10.00am GRN HC
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC Bible Study

9.00am GRN HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

	Sunday, 18 September (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 55:6-9;


Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30;

Matthew 20:1-16

	HYMNS: 771   324   473   (372   286)   870

	Sunday, 25 September (Green)

	READINGS: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32;
Philippians 2:1-18;



Matthew 21:23-32

	HYMNS: AUB: 358   169   197   415   85     436
                 OAK, TMBA, GRN: 436   197   405   (289   291)   346

	Sunday, 2 October, (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 5:1-7;



Philippians 3:4b-14;


Matthew 21:33-46

	HYMNS: GRN: 525   791   310   329   311   644
                 OAK, AUB, TMBA: 62   791   415   (170)   540 v.3


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 13 September, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Trinity Oakey. Opening Devotion: Jeff Ziebell.
The first Reformation Choir practice will be on Sunday 18th September at 7:30pm at Oakey.  All interested in joining the choir are welcome to attend.
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

11 September, 2011

13th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 831   386   409   413   (356)   442
INTROIT: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and, all my inmost being, bless His holy name!

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all His benefits!

He forgives all your iniquities. He heals all your diseases.

He redeems your life from the pit. He crowns you with mercy and compassion.

He satisfies what adorns you with good things, so that you renew your youth like the eagle.

The LORD carries out acts of righteousness and of justice for all who are oppressed.

He has made known His ways to Moses, His deeds to the people of Israel.

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to become angry, and abounding in mercy.

He will not always accuse, and will not keep on being angry for ever.

He has not treated us as our sins deserve, and has not paid us back according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him.

As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.

Psalm 103:1-12
COLLECT: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask for in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Genesis 50:15-21 God’s good purposes  

Romans 14:1-12 Do not pass judgment on one another
Matthew 18:21-35 The parable of the unforgiving servant     
SERMON: Genesis 50:15-21 The theology of the cross
HOW MANY TIMES ARE WE TO FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER?
Some thoughts on Matthew 18:21-35
In this familiar parable we learn more about forgiving and being forgiven. Peter understands that Jesus wants us to forgive those who sin against us, but he supposes there must be a limit to forgiving. He thinks he is being very generous in suggesting that perhaps we should forgive a brother as often as seven times. He is surprised when Jesus tells him to forgive not 7 but 70 x 7 times, which amounts to 490 times. This number is not to be taken literally, but simply means to keep on forgiving indefinitely. Don’t keep score and finally decide that enough is enough. If God kept such a record of our sins, He would have written us off long ago. We need God’s forgiveness over and over every day as long as we live.
To help us understand this matter of forgiving and being forgiven, Jesus speaks another parable. A king decides to settle accounts with his servants. The first man called in owed the king a huge debt, ten thousand talents. This is an indefinite amount, since the various kinds of talents (gold or silver, for example) differed in value. One estimate sets this man’s debt at $12 million to $20 million. Regardless of the exact amount, this debt was so tremendous that the man could not possibly repay it ever. So the king ordered that everything the man had, including his wife and children, should be sold in order to pay at least a portion of that huge debt.
When the servant begged for mercy and promised to repay all, the king had pity on him, canceled the entire debt, and let the man go. How grateful that man should have been! But he wasn’t.
On his way out, he met a fellow servant who happened to owe him a relatively small debt. A hundred denarii would be about three months’ wages for a labourer. It would seem only natural that he would cheerfully forgive that man his small debt, but instead he became violent and demanded immediate payment in full. He turned a deaf ear to the man’s pleas for mercy and his promises to pay the debt as soon as possible. He had him thrown into debtor’s prison.
When other servants reported this to the king, he immediately called that ungrateful servant back and angrily had him thrown into debtor’s prison. We would all have to agree that this man got the punishment that he deserved. We may assume that he spent the rest of his life in jail because there was no way he could ever pay his huge debt.
“That is also what My Father in heaven will do to you if each of you does not forgive his brother from his heart.” That was Peter’s answer to his question about how often to forgive a brother who sinned against him. It is our answer too. As we look at the servant with the impossible debt, we see ourselves, so great is the debt of our sin. Any efforts or promises we may make about paying that debt are meaningless. Our debt only gets larger, for we could not possibly earn forgiveness as fast as we commit more sins. As a matter of fact, we cannot possibly earn any forgiveness at all. Our only hope is in the mercy of our gracious God. And He has told us that He freely forgives us all our sins for Jesus’ sake. We are free. We are heirs of everlasting life. No sin stands between us and our heavenly Father.
Now what about the sins that my brothers commit against me? Should I forgive those sins? And what if those sins continue 7 or 70 x 7 or even more? How can we do anything except to keep on forgiving? That debt of sin cannot begin to compare with the debt our God has freely cancelled for us. If we now refuse to forgive someone who sins against us, we are acting like that unmerciful servant. We are saying with our actions that we do not believe in mercy, that people should be held accountable for all their sins. And God then says to us: If that is what you believe, that is the way I will deal with you too.
We recognise the fairness of it all every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer and ask God to forgive us as we forgive those who sin against us. We ask God to forgive us in the same way as we forgive others. That means: If we refuse to forgive someone, don’t forgive us either. Treat us as we believe people should be treated.
Does that mean that God forgives us when we repent but cancels that forgiveness when we refuse to forgive someone else? That is a rather pointless question, really; it’s a futile attempt to accuse God of being unfair or going back on His word. It makes no difference whether He cancels that previous forgiveness or not. Once you set different standards for yourself, the first new sin you commit is enough to condemn you for all eternity - and you have already sinned by refusing to forgive your brother!
Satan wants us to believe that we have a right to refuse to forgive someone who deliberately harms us, especially if that harm is repeated and the offender shows no repentance and doesn’t even care about being forgiven by us. The devil wants us to imagine that we can derive a certain satisfaction from holding a grudge or even trying to get revenge. But such an unforgiving spirit is spiritual poison, which harms us most of all and threatens to destroy us utterly and eternally. When we forgive others as God forgives us, we are the ones who are blessed by that. When we refuse to forgive others, we endanger our own faith and salvation.









