Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 11 September

13 Pentecost
	Sunday 18 September

14 Pentecost
	Sunday 25 September

15 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC PZ

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC PZ
CP at Minden
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

10.00am GRN HC

	Sunday, 11 September (Green)

	READINGS: Genesis 50:15-21;

Romans 14:1-12;


Matthew 18:21-35

	HYMNS: TMBA: 409   119   414   317   288
                 OAK, AUB, GRN: 831   386   409   (413   356)   442

	Sunday, 18 September (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 55:6-9;


Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30;

Matthew 20:1-16

	HYMNS: 771   324   473   (372   286)   870

	Sunday, 25 September (Green)

	READINGS: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32;
Philippians 2:1-18;



Matthew 21:23-32

	HYMNS: AUB: 358   169   197   415   85     436
                 OAK, TMBA, GRN: 436   197   405   (289   291)   346


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon, 3.30pm. CWA visit.
Wednesday, 7 September, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Trinity Oakey. Opening Devotion: Agnes Ritter. Key Word:
“DWELL / DWELLING.” Item of Interest: Something GREEN. 
Saturday, 10 September, 10.00am. COC meeting at Troy’s Road. Please forward any business for the agenda to Pastor Ziebell. 

For the Youth: Please take home with you today a calendar of Youth events till the end of the year. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

4 September, 2011

12th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 499   431   270   355   450 v.1
INTROIT: Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered!
Blessed is the person whose iniquity the LORD does not count against him, and in whose spirit is no deceit!

When I kept silent, my bones became brittle because of my groaning all day long.

For Your hand lay heavily on me by day and by night. The dry heat of summer overturned my energy. 

I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not conceal my iniquity. I said, “I shall confess my rebellious acts to the LORD,” and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

For this reason let every devout person pray to You in a time when You may be found. Surely, when great floodwaters come they will not reach him.

You are a hiding place for me. You will protect me from trouble. You will surround me with shouting over deliverance.

Psalm 32:1-7
COLLECT: O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Ezekiel 33:7-9 Ezekiel is Israel’s watchman  

Romans 13:1-10 Submission to those in authority 
Matthew 18:1-20 Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
SERMON: Matthew 18: 15-20 What we owe each other
WHO IS THE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?

Some thoughts on Matthew 18:1-5

 1 At that hour the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

2 He called a little child to Him and set him among them. 3 He said, “Truly, I tell you, unless you are converted and become like little children, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself like this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, 5 and whoever welcomes one child like this in My name welcomes Me.

“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” We might think of Abraham or Moses or the apostle Paul. When the disciples asked Jesus that question, however, they wanted to know which one of them would be the greatest. They all expected to have positions of importance in Jesus’ kingdom, and each of them would have liked to be Jesus’ right-hand man. It may have appeared to them that Peter, James, and John were the likeliest candidates for that position. Earlier that same day Jesus had selected Peter to catch the fish with the coin in its mouth to pay the temple tax for himself and for Jesus. It had been only a short time since Jesus took only Peter, James, and John with Him to the Mount of Transfiguration, and the rest of the disciples also remembered that Jesus had taken those same three with Him when He went into the house of Jairus to raise that man’s 12-year-old daughter from the dead. And Peter often assumed a role of leadership by speaking up in behalf of all the disciples. So we can understand why the other disciples wondered about their positions in the kingdom that Jesus was soon going to establish.
Their problem was that they failed to understand the concept of greatness in Jesus’ kingdom. So Jesus gave them a lesson about greatness and humility, and He did it in a way that they would never forget. We do well to remember it always too. Jesus called a little child into their midst and pointed to that child as an example of greatness in His kingdom. He warned the disciples that no one can even enter into His kingdom without becoming like such a little child. The main point of comparison was the child’s humility. That is the basic Christian virtue. As a matter of fact, there can be no virtue in God’s sight without humility.
Humility means, first of all, recognising personal sinfulness and unworthiness and inability to do anything at all to become worthy before God and earn salvation wholly or even partially. Humility depends entirely on God’s mercy for forgiveness and salvation. It looks to Jesus Christ as the Saviour, who offered up Himself as the perfect sacrifice for all sins. Humility is not about self-esteem; it is about Christ-esteem. Whoever humbles himself God exalts, and whoever exalts himself God humbles.
Jesus provides us with the perfect example of God-pleasing humility. He came down from heavenly glory and became one of us. He was born in a lowly stable, and He submitted to all the laws God had given to His chosen people, Israel. He never used His divine powers for His own convenience or comfort. He allowed sinful people to mistreat Him, condemn Him, and crucify Him. And He endured all these things for us. That was the purpose for which He came into the world. Now God has highly exalted Him. He is at the right hand of the Father, and He rules the whole world in the interest of His kingdom. Eventually, every knee will bow before Him, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. All who humbly follow Him in this life will share His glory in the life to come.
Genuine Christian humility will show itself in our attitude toward children. Jesus speaks of welcoming a little child in His name as a service done to Him personally. We welcome a little child in Jesus’ name, first of all, by recognising that children are gifts of God, not grievous burdens. We serve Jesus by providing for the needs of our children. That means not only food and shelter and clothing and loving care, but above all, bringing them to Jesus in Holy Baptism and training them to know and love and obey their Saviour. And if the Lord does not see fit to give us any children, perhaps we can adopt a child that is in need of a home. In many ways we can help to provide for the needs of little children in our church, in our community, and in other parts of the world. Those who humbly serve their Saviour by serving others in His name, without concern for personal greatness, are the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.









