Welcome to all worshipping with us! In the aftermath of Christ’s baptism, the Father’s voice from heaven speaks to Jesus, “You are My Son, whom I love. With you I am well pleased.” All goodness proceeds from God’s Word. It creates, separating light from darkness; it redeems, burying us in baptism and raising us to new life; it sanctifies us that we may be alive to God in Christ. Through God’s Word in baptism we too are claimed to be His own, clothed with the righteousness of Christ. 
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COMING SERVICES 

	15 January

2 Epiphany
	22 January
3 Epiphany
	29 January
4 Epiphany 

	8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Marburg
	8.30am OAK HC CP
8.30am TMBA HC PZ

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC PZ
	10.00am OAK HC Parish Service

	Service, Sunday, 15 January (Green)

	READINGS: 1 Samuel 3:1-20;             1 Corinthians 6:12-20;

John 1:43-51

	HYMNS: 507   39   377   336 v.1

	Service, Sunday, 22 January (Green)

	READINGS: Jonah 3:1-5, 10;


1 Corinthians 7:29-35;

Mark 1:14-20

	HYMNS: OAK: 45   217   361   282   509
                TMBA, GRN, AUB: 528   217   45   (839   840)   864


ANNOUNCEMENTS
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC

TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

8 January, 2012

Bulletin for the 1st Sunday after Epiphany (The Baptism of our Lord)

HYMNS: 40   823   749   279
INTROIT: Give to the LORD, you heavenly beings, give to the LORD glory and strength!

Give to the LORD the glory due to His name! Worship the LORD in holy splendour!

The voice of the LORD is over the waters. The God of glory causes it to thunder. The LORD is over many waters.

The voice of the LORD is powerful. The voice of the LORD is majestic.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars. The LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.

He makes Lebanon skip about like a calf. He makes Sirion skip about like a young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD flashes out with flames of fire.

The voice of the LORD makes the wilderness tremble. The LORD makes the Wilderness of Kadesh tremble.

The voice of the LORD causes the fallow deer to be in labour, and strips the forest bare. In His temple everyone is saying, “Glory!”

The LORD sat enthroned over the Deluge, and the LORD has for ever been sitting as King.

The LORD will give strength to His people. The LORD will bless His people with peace.


Psalm 29

COLLECT: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptised in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Genesis 1:1-5 God creates light.


Romans 6:1-11 We are buried with Christ through Baptism.


Mark 1:4-11 John baptises Jesus.
SERMON: Mark 1:4-11 Crucified, died, buried, and raised with Christ

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, MARK 1:9-11
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by John. 10Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, He saw heaven being torn apart and the Spirit coming down on Him like a dove. 11 Then a voice came from heaven: “You are My Son, whom I love. With You I am well pleased.”

Mark, in telling of the baptism of Jesus with the subsequent bestowal of the Holy Spirit and the Father’s commendation, offers a credential to assure us Jesus of Nazareth is indeed “Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
Scripture nowhere prescribes the mode of Baptism - whether by immersion, pouring, or sprinkling. Rather, it concerns itself with what God does for us through Baptism.

John the Baptist’s activity and proclamation were signs to Jesus that the hour had come for Jesus to enter upon His redemptive work. Thus He left Nazareth and went to John at the Jordan River without being compelled or summoned. He asked John to baptise Him and thus to inaugurate Him into His office. As we know from the gospel of Matthew, the baptism of Jesus presented a problem for John, for Jesus did not need “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 1:4; 3:14). Jesus assured John that it was proper for Him to be baptised and for John to perform the baptism “to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). It was John’s obligation as God’s messenger and Jesus’ obligation as the Promised One to inaugurate God’s plan of salvation. By insisting on being baptised, Jesus deliberately took our place as God the Father had sent Him to do. “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Officially the work of redemption began here and was completed on Calvary.

When Jesus stepped on shore after being baptised by John, God Himself gave His sanction and approval to Jesus’ action. First of all, the heavens opened and the Spirit of God descended on Jesus in the form of a dove. The dove was a symbol of sacrifice. This was not just a vision granted to Jesus but was seen by John and the bystanders, for in John 1:32, John the Baptist testifies he saw the Spirit descend on Jesus. What was the purpose, and why was this necessary? The purpose we learn in Acts 10:38: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power.” With this, God publicly set Him apart for His great task. At the same time, with the Spirit at His side, He was also empowered to carry out that task. This was necessary, for we read in Philippians 2:7-8 that Christ Jesus “made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross!”

This explains much of His agony in Gethsemane and lets us understand how He was able to overcome though a true human being, our Substitute. Here the coming of the Holy Spirit on Him is also the Spirit’s designation that this human being is indeed the promised Saviour, the Son of God.

Then came the Father’s voice from heaven. The Father clearly identified Jesus as His Son. With the word love, He did not express a sentimental attachment but expressed His complete approval of what Jesus was undertaking for the descendants of Adam and Eve. The Father also expressed His complete confidence in Jesus by saying, “With you I am well pleased.” He publicly acknowledged He had not made a mistake in assigning this task to Jesus. God thereby also acknowledged that Jesus’ previous life - in Bethlehem, Egypt, and Nazareth - had been without fault. He had not become guilty of the mortal error into which Adam and Eve had fallen. Thus Christ’s credentials were perfect. We are to know that, even as Jesus Himself was assured of that at His baptism.

Furthermore, at the baptism of Jesus, God is clearly revealed as three persons - the Father speaking from heaven, the Son standing on the shore of the Jordan, and the Holy Spirit descending from the opened heaven. Neither John the Baptist nor others present raise any questions about that. Though the Old Testament clearly states, “The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4), it also reveals that there are three persons in the Godhead. Those who reject that teaching of the Old Testament Scripture reject it because they reject Christ. How God is one and at the same time three is not revealed. But the truth is revealed so that we may without hesitation believe that Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer, is God the Son, who has come into this world, and carried out our full redemption. 









