COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 4 December

2 Advent
	Sunday 11 December

3 Advent
	Sunday 18 December

4 Advent

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

PZ at Bogan Gate
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC & Bible Study

9.00am GRN HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

2.00pm CWA visit
	8.30am OAK Children’s Christmas Service

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Lowood

	Sunday, 4 December (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-11;


2 Peter 3:8-14;





Mark 1:1-8

	HYMNS: 6   13  1 ( 485   289)   11

	Sunday, 11 December (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;


John 1:6-8, 19-28

	HYMNS: GRN: 12   1  13   6   290   17 v.4
             OAK , TMBA, AUB:9 1   12   (327   375)   572 

	Sunday, 18 December (Violet)

	READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;

Romans 16:25-27;




Luke 1:26-38

	HYMNS: TMBA, GRN, AUB: 16   2   738   627


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Saturday 3 December, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Trinity Oakey.

Sunday 11 December, CWA visit. Our visit will begin at 2.00pm, followed by a shared afternoon tea with the residents at 3.00pm. Please bring a plate to share.

Sunday, 18 December, 7.30pm. Carols Evening at Trinity Oakey. 
Children’s Christmas Programs: 

Oakey, 18 December, 8.30am

Aubigny, 22 December, 7.30pm

Greenwood, 23 December, 7.30pm

Toowoomba: 24 December, 7.00pm

Sunday 4th December, 10.00am. Divine service will be held at St John’s Lutheran Church, Minden, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone and will be followed by a fellowship lunch in the hall afterwards. All are welcome to attend. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

 27 November, 2011 
	1 ADVENT 2011

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! The Advent season beckons the Lord to rend the heavens and come down, permeating humanity with His almighty incarnation, laying waste our sin and unrighteousness. As God’s people we can do no more than plead for mercy. Through the grace of Jesus Christ, we are declared ‘not guilty.’ Therefore, we echo with the myriad of saints who eagerly anticipate the coming of Christ, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

Pastor P. Ziebell

Phone 46912276, or 0407583922.

peterz@bordernet.com.au
The Living Word Bookstore Phone 46913446.

aelcbookshop@westnet.com.au

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au



HYMNS: 10   19   735   485   285   286   4
INTROIT: LORD, You have been favourable to Your land. You have brought Jacob back from captivity.

You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people. You have covered all their sin. 

You have taken back all Your fury. You have turned away from Your fierce anger.

Restore us, O God, You who save us! Withhold Your indignation toward us!

Will You be angry with us for ever? Will You prolong Your anger through all generations?

Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?

Show us Your mercy, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation!

Let me hear what God, the LORD, will speak! For He will promise peace to His people, to His devout people. However, let them not become foolish again!

Surely His salvation is near those who fear Him, in order that glory may dwell in our land.

Mercy and truth have met together. Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth will sprout up from the earth, and righteousness will look down from heaven.

The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its produce.

Righteousness will go before Him, to prepare a way for His footsteps.

Psalm 85
COLLECT: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Isaiah 64:1-9 Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down.
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 He will keep you strong to the end. 
Mark 13:24-37 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away. 
SERMON: Mark 13:24-37 Beware, and be on the alert. For you do not know when the time will be. 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

The First Candle
Genesis 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

When man fell into sin the blackness of night was relieved by a gracious promise that through the seed of the woman evil would be conquered, and a Deliverer would come. This promise of a Saviour was often repeated through patriarchs and prophets. As centuries passed, this hope became concentrated on the tribe of Judah and the royal line of David. The Deliverer would be the Messiah, David’s Son. 

Among the faithful there grew a fervent longing for the Coming One. Speaking of this hope Jesus said: “Truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it,” (Matthew 13:17). How often the cry must have gone up from the lips of the faithful: “Watchman, what is left of the night?” (Isaiah 21:11). When will this long night be ended, when will the morning dawn appear? When shall the drought give place to freshness, when will these deserts bloom with cheer?

HYMN: 10

The Second Candle
Matthew 3:1-3, 11 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” “I baptise you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”
John the Baptiser saw the fulfilment of the prophetical hope. He proclaimed in the desert that the One who was to come was about to be revealed. “Prepare the way of the Lord!” was his challenging cry. He preached repentance and baptised the people as they confessed their sins.

At last the longing of the ages was fulfilled. “It came upon a midnight clear,” and God sent His angels to announce it: “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.” Now “true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.” It is the coming of Jesus to be the Light of the world which we celebrate at Christmas. Heralded by the star, this Child was born to reveal to us God’s grace and to make known his love. For many, many years those who have rejoiced in Christ, the Light of the world, have been declaring that He is the way, the truth and the life, and that through Him we come to the Father. The cry of John the Baptist is continually repeated as God’s New Testament people proclaim: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”

HYMN: 19

The Third Candle 
John 14:21-23 “Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make our home with him.”
It is Jesus’ wonderful promise that those who love Him will become His dwelling place. Through the Holy Spirit we are led to respond to God’s love in Christ by opening our hearts to Him, treasuring Him as our Saviour, and honouring Him as our Lord.

In this way the Lord Jesus comes into the lives of each of us personally. It was at our Baptism that He claimed us as His own. Continually through Word and Sacrament He comes to us and, through His love, prompts us to share His love with others.

This coming of Jesus personally into our lives is truly “Advent” for each of us. Throughout Advent, as we prepare for the Christmas festival, our prayer should be: “Come thou precious Ransom, come, enter now our waiting hearts. Glorious King and Lord most holy, dwell in us and ne’er depart.”

HYMN: 735

The Fourth Candle
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 “Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.”
As the faithful people of God waited in hope for the coming of the Messiah, the Son of David, even so we who are God’s people of the New Testament wait in hope for His second coming.

As we whom God has gathered into His Church face the trouble of this present evil age, as we battle against the forces of darkness and wickedness and at times feel almost overwhelmed by the evil which surrounds us, yet the bright light of hope keeps shining through all the darkness. The Lord Jesus will come in glory with His holy angels to gather His people into God’s eternal kingdom. So “we who have the first fruits of the Spirit wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies . . . For in this hope we are saved.” The season of Advent testifies to this living hope.

HYMN: 485









